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1ntlony Jope
J IDER cover of night the Duke and FrankU left Kings Cross the amc evening The diethad preceded them with the luggage he madeno stipulation about kitchen or scullerymaids

everybody was always anxious to oblige his
race A journey of some forty miles brought themo their destination On the outskirts of the little townay the allotments They were twelve in number eachomprsmg half an acre of land Three cottages stoodacmg the allotments with their backs to the highroad
ne of these now appertained to the Duke

He began to dig at o 30 AM His allotment had beengood deal neglected and the ground happened to be
lard Presently he found himself afflicted with acutecnsntons in the back He began to wonder what menn allotments did when they felt tired A thought struckiima reminiscence of his wide and curious readingbsellI1g a small girl seated on the railing which bor
lercd the allotments he approached her

Child said he kindly II be good enough to go to the
tcaresi publichouse and fetch me a pint of fouralfWere your money said the child

The Duke had been too realistic there was no money
n Ins pocket He returned to his labors he had prom
scd himself to be independent of Frank for at least
hrcc hours with a sigh the little girl laughed scorn
nlly and then performed a somersault The Duke was
tot quite pleased

By twelve oclock his back was very bad and his hands
ilistcrcd Ins corduroy trousers were cutting him at the
tack of the knees Also it had begun to rain

U I have the sensation vividly enough for the moment
will return to the cottage and have lunch he said to

nnsclf throwing down his spade He had turned up a
onsidcrablc amount of earth anti had found some vcgc
ablcs amongst it he was not very clear what they were
Jc picked up his coat put it on and begun instinctively
o feel for a cigarette No case was to be found

Oh confound that Frank said the Duke mccham-
allj
Need you swear asked a voice suddenly

Who wouldnt mumbled the Duke who was just
liping Ills brow which was like that of the blacksmith-
a the poem with a large and painfully rough pocket
andkcrchicf

What
The voice was very sharp It recalled to the Duke the

icccssitics of his situation Emerging from behind the
landkcrchicf he found himself in the presence of a tall
tout lady of imperious demeanor She wore a skirt
onscqucntially ample of shiny black and a black velvet
iintlc embellished with beads apparently jet

The Dukes instinct rarely that was what
rould have made him such a great man of affairs The
nrsons wife he thought to himself without a mo
ncnts hesitation Then he cast about for his wisest
urse of action

Why arent you at work I the lady demanded
sternly

I do be of aworkin said the Duke Lcastaways I-

to be of a just avin done it He clung to his be OJ

with no small confidence
Where do you come from

II Zttmmcrzctt said he
II You talk in a funny way When did you come

lercThe Duke felt sure that he ought not to say Last
tight Accordingly he replied U Yustcrccn

The lady looked suspicious Youre seeking employ
Q1e-

ntSlllldenlrl1d opportunelythe Duke remembered
Franks warning he was to be out of work I Yus I
> e he said wondering if his face was dirty enough

If Church or chapel she a ked sharply
Li Charch answered the Duke And by a happy

Jioiipht he added mann
Whats your name With the question she pro

Jccd a little notebook and A pencil
Dew= he began thoughtlessly He stopped A

barren invention and a mind acute to the danger of hcsi
jition combined to land him in II Devvlc

Devil Thats a very odd name
II My fcythcrs name afore me affirmed the Duke

vIm felt he was playing his rather well though
ic regretted that a different initial consonant had not
xrurrcd to him

The lady surveyed him with a long and distrustful
thence

Ii Have you had any beer this morning she asked
The Duke had not taken beer for earsnOl even in

he morning Naw he replied with a touch of in
iignation

I wish I was sure of that she remarked
The Duke himself regretfully sure for as has been

tern the digging hud feelings towards beer
indercd at her suspicious disposition

Well we shall see Youre m my daughters dis
Yirt She will come and see you

It burry good mirm snid the Duke
Arc you married
No mann
You hc alone then

Swiftly the Duke reflected Il got a brother mann
Hit c do be kind okiud o weak

1 pair of you I think she remarked rather dis
roiiccrtmglj as she turned and marched off

The Duke returned to his cottage and decided over a
pint of hock and a bottle of seltzer that he had come
out of the interview with much credit

On his walk through what to he exceedingly
pretty country the Duke meditated m admiration
Mingled with on the excellent organization of
Iliglish rural parishes The immediate notice taken of
us arrival the instantaneous zeal for his moral welfare

argued much that was good the Duke determined to-

yi a few words about it in the Hou < c of Lords but

on the other hand it certainly rendered more difficult

nis experiment in the Llfcto say nothing of
necessitating his adventurous excursion into the Somer
irl dialect r

It Site is probably actuated he concluded by a-

rol1ndlcss fear that I shall resort to the Nonconformist-
jiapcl

Seven oclock found him seated before his brightly-

firmshcd dining table The table was of deal but it was

crcd with damask decked with silver and orna-

mented

¬

1 Chambcrlin The Duke had a fiijc appc-

te and tell to cheerfully on Monsieur Alphonse crca
hobs Ihcse were rural in their character
attcaulikc confections Monsieur Alphonse was

dreaming of the Petit Trianon
The cottage was not large the was in-

rlosc proximity to the door A sharp rap somcbodjs
knuckles on the door startled t as he was finish

IIR ltis first glass of Chambcrtin Ho was in dprnitoileIIe-

a dressjacket and black tic It should be

although daylight persisted outside the blind of the win
nw was carefully drawn down

The knock was repeated rather i

U Frank1 called the Duke in a modulatedInt
on my way your Graced Irank answered put ¬

ting his head into the room I mcreh waited to put a
blanket over mv dress coat Monsieur Alphoiuc has but
into bed He looks very tI1tu in his apron

jour Grace
The fxt moment the Duke heard the door ofthc cot-

tage

¬

opt11 and one of the sweetest oiccs he had ever

listened to in his life softly pronounce the question
Oh please arc jou the man Devil
1 really ought to have recollected to tell Frank about

that little mistake of mine thought the Duke smiling
His smile however vanished as he heard Frank in

answer to the question shout with extraordinary vigor
Yahoo yahoo yahoo
This will never do said the Duke rising and laying

down his napkin The fellow always overacts I said
idiocy not mania

I must see this girl said the Duke
1 think Id better call again tomorrow said Miss

Angela II Im in a hurry nowits Mothers Meeting
night Ill come in tomorrow Will you give this to
your brother Mama sent it Can you understand me
poor fellow

Yahoo yahoo murmured Frank
The door closed The Duke dashed to the window
II Upon my word said the Duke Yes Upon my

word he repeated twirling his mustache as he re¬

turned to the table

Frank entered holding a silver salver With Miss
Angela Ilordcrns compliments your Grace

It Thank you Frank You can serve the clitref
Very good your Grace

Frank withdrew and the Duke examined the paper
which he had taken from the salver It acquired a cer¬

tain interest from having passed through Miss Angelas

TUB PENT LOW UGI1TIA HAND

hands The Duke fingered it delicately and eyed it pen-
sively

¬

It was entitled II A Dram for a Drinker or
Just a Drop to do You Good

He rose early the next morningand observed the
weather anxiously It rained heavily II Good J he said
feeling his back One cant dig in the wet I shall
have time to arrange affairs

He had in fact tasks of no small delicacy to achieve
The first was with Monsieur Alphonse The Duke
courteously requested the chefs presence Frank being
the intermediary Alphoiisc came

If Monsieur said the Duke I have to make a sad
communication to you

Helas Monsieur lc Due said Monsieur Alphonse
I shall not dine tonight No I shant have any din-

ner
¬

at all tonighL
But this is worse than anything I had expected
I shall have tenat seven
Mais said Alphons-
eBrCddandImtterthickishlJ1dtea = the tea of the

grocer du fays-
MtstricordcI Monsieur lc Duc will sup If

Possibly As for tea I understand that it would be
appropriate if you added a shrimp Monsieur we play-
a part

A part Monsieur le Due
H Therc a lady in the case Alpbonsc

Everything explains itself cried Alphonie looking-
as though he might be about to throw himself on the
Dunes IKIVMII And she loves ZP shrimp

Adores it
It is not to be had in this wilderness I fear
Xo Aphnic Go and get itat Onmuch or-

Wapping or wherever it lives Leave at once Be hack
at 630 Goodby Alphr n sc

A lady in re I will Pnd ze shrimp cried
Aiphun as he left the parlor

J 1Ii

Frank remained to he dealt with The Duke sum ¬

moned him and addressed him with a serious air
You arc attached to meV Frank
Yes your Grace

II I wish to be alone too Have the goodness to
occupy Mrs Horderns attention

1 dont rightly knor howilo do it your Grace
What day of the week is H
Sunday your Grace

II A fortunate circumstance I One doesnt dig on Sun-

days
¬

No your Grace
The rain may for illd care said the Duke

II Go and occupy Mrs HordernJFrank and get taken to
church Mitigate your mental inferiority to a reasonable
extent and say that the noun with the fever has been
removed

How your Grace asked Frank
II Dont trouble me with Details Do as I tell you

Very good your Grace
And let Ilordcrn arrive here at seven oclock

St Yes your Grace
That will do Frank T shall not go out today

Leave the corduroys on the bed-
II Thank you your Grace
II And Frank in case I change my mind let there be a

motorcar here and a table at the Savoy this evening
rather late

Ill attend to it at onc 5 your Grace

DUKE AND KISSED HFR

rise1

Miss

At one oclock Frank returned jy a circuitous route
and entered from the road through the back yard
which obviated the necessity of crossing the allotments
lie served a cold luncheon

Youve arranged matters Frank
II Yes your Grace The young lady will call at seven
with some jelly for your bad throat

I was rather afraid she might wish to go to church
FrankYes your Grace but as you arc too ill to go the
Vicar thinks that it will do just as well if she comes and
reads the lessons of theday to your Grace

That will do just as well
II That was the Vicars your Grace

Ah he spoke from a professional J oint of view no
doubt The arrangement is quite satisfactory How
did you get on with Mrs Ilorocrn and at church

did very well your Grace since jour Grace is kind
enough to inquire With reference to last night I ex-
plained

¬

that my attacks of mental affliction were inter-

mittent
¬

though frequently recurrent But the doctor
is to come to sec me tomorrow by Mrs Horderns
orders your Grace

Sufficient unto the day said the Duke serenely
You will remove that notice from the door as soon as

our neighbors have started for evening church or
chapel-

At iW a large motorcar broke down opposite the-
village inn The chaffcur announced that the necessary
repairs would take some time he took some time him ¬

self and sonic refreshment before he set about them
At 650 Frank returning from a little stroll in the neigh-
borhood

¬

of the inn reported the arrival of Monsieur
Ferdinand his Graces chief chaffcur and removed the
notirf from the door of the cottage He laid tea and
itlujrow Tvrrything wis rend y except IM shrirpns
There va 2s yet no ign f the shnnr s nor of Mon ¬

1

sieur Alphonsc
It cant be that Alphonse will fail me thought the

Duke uneasily The shrimps although not absolutely
cssciHiaJ constituted an artistic detail particularly con ¬

gruous with his taste
Precisely at seven oclock he saw Miss Hordcrn ap-

proaching
¬

With enormous pleasure he noted the grace¬

ful outline of her figure as she crossed the allotment
with less gratification he observed that she was accom-
panied

¬

by what is termed a II growing lad of about
fourteen These precautions arent very compliment-
ary thought the Duke

Her knock sounded on the door The Duke fell into-

a doze She knocked again

I do hope hes notnot queeragain today said
Angela

The doors open Lets go in and look Im not
afraid

He heard them enter the house he rose and opened-
the sittingroom door

Oh there you arc Good evening May we come
in Mania would hac come and let me go to church

only shes got such a bad headache that shes been
obliged to go to bed

The Duke made no immediate reply Angela came in
followed by the boy The boy put down on the table a
round parcel which he was carrying II Jelly thought-
the Duke Angela laid down a volume Lessons
the Duke surmised

Oh but you havent had your tea yet cried Angela
II Im afraid we arc interrupting you

Its laid for two remarked the boy
Himself and his poor brother Tommy
I do be proud began the Duke

But suddenly the door from the kitchen opened and
Monsieur Alphonse appeared He carried a large plate
loaded with shrimps

II Ze shrimp he cried triumphantly waving a napkin
which he held in his other hand

Crikey whos this cried Tommy
Well he might Monsieur Alphonse wore a tightfit ¬

ting frockcoat a waterfall tic of huge dimensions pearl
gray trousers white spats and patent leather boots a
red rose in one lapel of the coat and in the other a blue
ribbon of the Order of St Honoratus of Pomcrama
bestowed on him by Ills Serene Highness the reigning
Duke on the occasion of the lathers Coronation Ban ¬

quetThe Duke was plainly vexed II Monsieur Alphonsc
he said I didnt ring Naturally he forgot the ab-

sence

¬

of a bell
If Mais Monsieur lc

The Duke arrested his words with a gesture and
turned to Angela

Further concealment madam asT fear useless1
am not what I seem May I rcljon your honor

Angela fixed her charming blue eyes on the Duke
oj But who are jou And what does it all mean

she asked
There is no telling what explanation the Duke in ¬

tended to proffer for at this insfant Tommy cried tvitlr
every appearance of agitation Angela Willie Anderson-
was right lhcili

II Them cried Angela affnghlcdlji and sank into a
chair

Whos Willie Al1d rshJTlyboy asked the Duke
kindly

Hes the Chief Constable ami youll soon find it
out If you did take the silver plate you neednt have
knocked old Lady Cuhcrstonc down with the poker you

yon scoundrel you-
I knock old lady Cuhcrstonc she is olddown-

with theoh preposterous exclaimed the Duke He
turned to Angela You dont believe that of me he
asked in a tender voice-

It was supposed thcv wore the disguise working
men she murmured f Villic did tell me that

II Willie
I 1 am engaged to Captain Anderson the Chief

Constable Angela confessed with a pretty blush
II There you arc said the Duke fairly exasperated

by this additional vexation Thats what always hap-

pens

¬

to me1
Before he could say more Frank rushed in from the

kitchen
II The cottage is surrounded with police and laborers

he cried Theyll be in at the door m a moment
The Duke never hesitated As Captain Anderson

dashed in at one door hq dashed out at the other fol ¬

lowed by FranJ and Monsieur Alphonse He could of
course have declared himself but such an action would
have severely wounded Ins atnonr he ided
himself on carrying out his experiments unostcntatioiistj
and hated betting his name into the papers

Make for the inn he whispered to his companions-
as they emerged from the back door of the cottage
darted across its tiny yard and gamed the main road

II After them my lads rang out Captain Andersons
military tonesand the whole pack was at their heels
Tommy gleefully shouting Tallyhoi-

Tims it chanced that when the Duke Frank and Mon ¬

sieur Alphonsc reached the motorcarin which Mon¬

sieur Ferdinand hearing the sound of hurrying feet and
owing that the Duke was occasionally pressed for
time had already taken his catthey wore indeed clear
of ticic pursuers but they were faced by Angela

Jump m1 cried the Duke
Frank and Alphonse obeyed The Duke himself was

following with all Captain Anderson was
now no more than ten yards off when Angela threw
herself upon him gripping him firmly and crying
hold him for you 1nllie-

ti The Duke admired her courage but regretted her per
sistcncj TIc could not without roughness disengage
himself from her grasp but he could lift her into the
car with him He did She gave a scream II Full
steam ahead cried the Duke With a turn of Mon-

sieur
¬

Ferdinands handle they were off I

Just in tune Monsieur on the back seat
felt Andersons hand clutch his coatcollar just as they
started Fortunately Frank had taken occasion to drop-

a waterproof rug over the number of the car at the back-

Stop I stop stop I say cried Angela
regret it deeply but for the moment Im not in a

position to oblige you madam said the Duke as he
wedged her in safely between himself and Monsieur Fer ¬

dinand on the roomy front seat The local police are
otherwise occupied you need not exercise caution Fer ¬

dinand he rcnlarkcd to the chauffeur
Ferdinand obeyed his injunctions >

Nothing more passed for some minutes they were in
fact all very much out of breath except Ferdinand who
never 5p ke except in response to the Duke At last

however Angela gasped II Anyhow the aIr is de

licious
The Duke was gratified and encouraged Im so

glad vourc enjoying the drive said he
Ploasc dont speak to me
I fell into the error of supposing that you addressed

me madam
Wbjjt docs it all mean she askedfor it was im-

possible for her now not to perceive that she was dealing
with a gentleman

The Duke replied with some warmth U It means
madam Simply that I claim and intend to exercise an
Englishman right to occupy himself or if you will

airine himself in Ins own wv within the limits of the
lawand that I will not be interfered with or harried

by policemen and so forth while Im so engaged Do Ido any harm to anybody Its preposterous-

I

1 II

suppose youre mad really she said thoughtfully
Then lets be mad together for just a little while

he suggested Come now youre finding this quite en
jojablc

What will Willie be feelingand thinking She
gave a slight laugh Oh Im so glad s gone to i

bed she added the next instant
She is beginning to enjoy herself the Duke de t

tided
II You will take me back
The Duke looked at his watch You shall be at the

v

vicarage not later than halfpast ten
41 Oh but thats very

Earlier if you wishbut in no case later After all
J a

Mrs Ilordern has gone to bedand Captain Anderson I

is probably very busy
Angela looked at him her eyes twinkled a little or

maybe that was only an impression of the Dukes
Ive always heard its dangerous to thwart mad i

people she said
1

The Duke has been heard to remark that this young
lady whom he entertained that night m a manner which
may be termed purely forfcntotis was one of the most
agreeable companions whom it had ever been his fortune-
to meet There can be little doubt that Miss Angela
Hordern in her turn felt the attraction which the Dukes J

good breeding and ihtcllcctualalcrtncss seldom failed to
arouse-

I should love a motor sighed Miss Angela
fl Youre going to have one said the Duke 41 But we

must have something to cat first
You talk as if you were a prince in disguise she

laughed
The Duke laughed too reflecting that as a matter of

strict formality he was entitled to the style she men-
tioned

¬

In view of this fact he did not feel called upon
expresslyto deny her suggestion There can be little
doubt that his silence to which perhaps she attributed-
too much significance enhanced the pleasure of her ride

It Im to know you then only by that very funny
name

In an examination of her profilefor which the light
still sufficedthe Duke had grown abstracted What
name he murmured vaguely

The ones you told mamaDevil I Thats not really
your

U Not exactly I concurred the Duke-
I should thinknot laughed the lady Herself some ¬

what addicted to colloquial expressions she failed to
undcrstapd with what accuracy the Duke had phrased
his reply-

I shall think of you as the Prince of Darkness said
she with the kindliest glance

I doubt whether much of this is not wasted on a
Chief Constable thought the Duke

Five minutes later they stopped before the Dukes
small house in a lane adjoining the Heath

Monsieur Alphonse is your opportunity A
nice little dinner In a quarter of an hour for Made ¬

moiselle and myself
14 It shall be so Monsieur lc

Quick quick interrupted the Duke II Excuse me
one moment Frank show Miss Hordcni in and see to
her wants I must have a word with Ferdinand

Angela Hordern entered thelittle house full of a
pleasurable anticipation All was ready for them fresh
flowers bloomed everywhere i the Observer and the
Referee lay on the table She turned to Frank in a sud ¬

den surprise v
II He meant to come here all the tim
U No madam But this is always kept ready bj h-

iGrby my masters orders
II He must he very rich I

I am given to understand that the revenue has de
creased slightly of late was Franks answer given with-
an admirable carelessness

Thats all settled said the Duke entering the room
with a cheerful air Im right Frank in AUpposuig that
Sir Gerald Standish is still in the Bahamas-

Yes your He caught the Dukes eye and dexter-
ously ended quite right sir

Then his car will do capitally said the Duke
You have no idea he continued to Angela how

convenient it is to persuade two or three to al ¬

low one to register a car or two in their names cs-

peciallj when they chance to be leaving the country I
dont happen to be aware whether the practise is legal

Frank brought in an omelette
U Pray be seated continued the Duke This par ¬

ticular car will take you home in fortyfive minutes I

Ferdinand has gone to bring it here and a most trust-
worthy

I

man to you
Il But but what nm I to do with them

The man will remove the number of the car and
himself return by train

There isnt any train at this time of nightor rather
at the time it will be bj then

Oh yes therell be a tram Ferdinand wont forget
that

You men1 special
II Really said the Duke with the slightest air of hav-

ing
¬

been questioned enough they have sohiany dif-

ferent
¬

names for trains that I dont encumber my mem-

ory
¬

with them There will however be a train As for
the car Whats this Frank

U Monsieur Alphonse offers his sincere apologies But
the design at least is novel The way the truffles arc
arranged=

Miss Hordern will excuse our shortcomings Where-
is

L

the champagne It-

II On the ice your
Yes yes As for the car Miss Hordern venture-

to hope that you will accept it as a token of my
and as a reminiscence of an evening which has turned
out not I hope altogether unpleasantly-

OhII I couldnt
II You accepted the Chief Constable I

If But liehes very delightful Angela cried appar-
ently eager to convince him ot the soundness of her
judgment

So is the car said the Duke tactfullyevading the
discussion

Angela swallowed her last morsel of truffle The
sound of a motor was heard in the lane outside

The Duke looked at his watch and sighed She came
up to him and stretched out her hand

And so Ire jou very delightful she said
The Duke bent low and lightly kissed her hand

How am I to think of you she asked
Ii Well each think of the other as of an evenings holi-

day he said II Some streak of variety across lifea
dream if you willa sample of what we seek and see
and lots Or do I put my claim too high

No she said softly But I must go back to my
home I

Il And to your Chief Constable
She drew away from him saying a little defiantly I

love him-

Yesbut youve enjoyed jour evening asked the I

Duke
Oh Its been fun she cried with a sudden gurgling

laugh-

She darted her hand out to him again This time 1 I-
CpressediL She turned and ran out of the house


